2019–2020
Rio Salado Project/ Rio Reimagined
River communities are actively collaborating to increase federal
engagement and expand local support for their Rio Reimagined
projects and programming. Here are just a few active planning
highlights from ‘Year 2’ of the Rio Reimagined project.
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Streamlined Restoration Efforts

Reducing Fire Risk
The Gila River Indian Community’s
Department of Environmental
Quality is working to control fire
risk along the Salt/Gila by removing
invasive plant species and restoring
native habitat. The Bureau of Indian
Affairs is funding the multi-phase
effort, and partners include AZ
Game and Fish Department and
the national veterans’ non-profit,
Team Rubicon.

The cities of Avondale, Buckeye
and Goodyear in the western
reach of the Rio have combined the
river restoration mission of the El
Rio Steering Committee and the
Lower Gila River Collaborative.
Multiple stakeholders, including
Arizona Game & Fish and Audubon
Arizona, are supporting the effort.
Learn more at the Tres Rios Nature
Festival on Feb. 29-March 1st!

Reviving the Oeste Plan

Addressing Heat in West Mesa
The AZ Dept. of Forestry & Fire
Management provide catalyst
funding for a 2-year “Nature’s
Cooling Systems” heat action
planning and mitigation project in
West Mesa neighborhoods. Project
partners include the Greater
Mesa Community Development
Organization, the City of Mesa, ASU,
Maricopa County Public Health,
Arizona Sustainability Alliance, SRP
and TNC. Outcomes include tree
planting, citizen science, community
engagement and education.

The City of Phoenix has renewed
efforts to redefine and redevelop
the Rio Salado Oeste reach of
the river between 19th and 83rd
Avenues. An EPA-funded community
workshop in 2019 identified priorities
and strategies that will integrate
community ideas and needs into
previous plans to revitalize the banks
through West Phoenix.

New Coalition to Clean
Up Brownfields

Improving Food Access

In late 2019 the cities of Phoenix,
Tempe and Avondale joined
forces to apply for a significant
EPA grant to evaluate and clean-up
brownfields (previously polluted or
abandoned sites) along the river.
AZ Department of Environmental
Quality and private sector experts
have been strong advocates in
the effort to leverage regional
cooperation into multi-year funding.

The City of Phoenix implemented
an EPA Office of Sustainable
Communities grant, working closely
with residents in South Phoenix
to activate a community-led food
action plan at the neighborhood
level. The plan will be integrated
into other initiatives including
a strategy for equitable transitoriented development and
improving river access.

Going Green to Address
Hazard Risks

Happy 20th to Tempe Town Lake
The City of Tempe and many Valley
residents celebrated 20 years
of renowned vision, operational
success and diverse benefits of this
community asset with riverside
festivities in November 2019.

AHEAD IN

2020…

As Maricopa County (MC) prepares
to update its multi-jurisdictional
Hazard Mitigation Plan, a planning
workshop was held by EPA, FEMA,
City of Phoenix, City of Tempe,
and MC Flood Control District
to review the benefits of including
green infrastructure/low impact
development strategies (GI/LID).
Regional collaboration continues in
2020 with a variety of public, private
and non-profit stakeholders on this
growing trend.

Rio Reimagined will become the federal
Urban Waters Partnership’s “20th project
in 2020”. The Urban Waters Partnership
reconnects urban communities with their
waterways through improved coordination
among 15 federal agencies and communityled revitalization efforts to promote
economic, environmental and social benefits.
The designation brings federal funding and
technical assistance as well as a committed
network of 28 national non-profits. Keep
your eyes open for an announcement soon
of a community celebration to recognize this
project benchmark!

Professional Engagement
American Institute of Architects
Phoenix Metro Annual Competition – the local professional chapter of architects completed
the second of three years of an ‘ideas competition’ focused on design concepts for the Rio
Reimagined. Join us in a reveal of the creative and innovative AIA visions at a community
event in early 2020.
Urban Land Institute Technical Assistance Panel (TAP)
The local ULI Chapter will begin a 3-year TAP series in 2020, with a planning workshop in
Spring 2020 with a focus on the central reach of the river. Years 2 and 3 will examine east
and west segments of the river corridor.
Corporate Engagement
2019 brought significant project private sector companies across the Valley. From 2020
river clean-up projects with Microsoft and Ball Corporation, to engagement by Silicon Valley
Bank, R.E.I. and the national River Network, a corporate ‘Rio Stewards’ network has begun.

Join Us!
If you would like to stay informed or get involved in these or other Rio activities, please
join our mailing list or call us.

The Rio Reimagined

info@rioreimagined.com | (480) 965-0363

